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accumulated'was carried away during the night time, an    the
town was enveloped with newly arrived air from some w  -mer
region of the earth.    The warmth and moisture of the air   vere
clearly shown by copious deposition of condensed vapour •   tiich
was to be seen trickling down  the  surfaces  of painted     ;one
columns and other large non-absorbent objects which had   >een exposed to the cold of previous days.
24.   ON A CHANGING TESSELATED STRUCTURE IN CERT^ * LIQUIDS [DUE TO CONVECTIVE CIRCULATION*].
[Abstract of Paper read to the Philosophical Society of Glasgow, Proceedings, 15th February, 1882.]
IN June, 1870, the author, when on an excursion of the Be ast Naturalists' Field Club, happened to notice in a tub of opa Lie-looking water, in the yard of a roadside inn, a structure sho- .ng itself, which appeared remarkable, and excited a good clef of curiosity among members of the Club then present, as to i lat might be its nature and mode of origin. The water, viewed J )m above, presented a tesselated appearance, considerably resemb ng such patterns as are exhibited by vertical basaltic columns ~vs en exposed to view in a horizontal section—such, for instance, as : ay be seen at the Giants''Causeway or at Staffa. On the water b< ng disturbed the tesselated structure was destroyed, and eddj ig streams of pearly lustre showed themselves in its stead; but lie same kind of tesselated structure as before, speedily reappea id, and, on being watched for some time, it was found to be perpetm y, though slowly, changing. Inquiries made as to how the w* er had been previously used did not elicit any definite informal; n. A sample of the water was then brought away by the author 3r further examination. It presented, when shaken in a clear g" ss bottle, a remarkable satin-like, streaky appearance, with the pee iy lustre before mentioned.
Like phenomena were afterwards noticed occasionally in so* y water, and so it became probable that the water originally notii d
* [This subject has been investigated independently and with extensive e-velopments by Prof. Be"nard of Bordeaux in a Thesis published in the Annak. le Chemie, 1901 (cf. also a note by him in the forthcoming Bart. Deo. 1911. relatim ;n